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For anyone walking Ban Tawai or any carving shop in the North — and for anyone about to buy
something they then have to get home
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Wood carving — the words for the village

Tunzaan — mw‘lﬁ"’lunumu

Carving is not one trade. Six pairs of hands touch a piece before it reaches a shopfront, and the words
below say which pair you are talking to. Point at the Thai — you need not read it. Two of these words
change what you may IegaIIy carry home, and one of them is wsewnsgu. Nothing here ranks a shop.
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1asniazls — Who does which part

#an

sa-laa - master craftsman

Kam mueang, and it goes before the name instead of Mr — aanily,
not wnaiu. From Burmese asin, teacher.

LASHAN

ka sa-lak - to carve

The block work. ldiunzaan mai ka sa-lak is the carved thing — and
it is the term to search, because 'teak' in a search box returns
steakhouses.
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LAULEY - LLaNang
doon sén - téng laai - line work - dressing the
pattern

The step that makes a Ban Tawai piece look like one. Different
person from the carver, and it came into the village from a
women's group, not from the carving shop.

avIndanas

long rék pit thoong - lacquer and gold leaf

Ground coat, pattern, a resist where the gold must not go, then
leaf brushed on. Coloured glass set last.

NN

tham kao - aged, made to look old

A speciality here, sold openly. aa1nin kh3dang kao is genuinely old.
Asking which is which is a normal question, not an accusation.

18 — The wood

Tan

mai sak - teak

The house wood. Cuts kindly, grain reads, resists termites.
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Tiaa1 - Livwesd
mai chdm-chda - jaam-ju-rii - rain tree,
monkeypod

Soft, huge, gives the wide single slabs — a one-board table top is
nearly always this.

Tainzang

mai ma-mdang - mango

An orchard tree past bearing. Bowls and homeware.

Tainegs

mai pha-yuung - Siamese rosewood — ASK

The whole Dalbergia genus is CITES Appendix Il. Ask the species
and get it on the receipt before you buy.

lingran

mai krit-sa-nda - agarwood — ASK

Also CITES Appendix Il. Plantation stock travels on permits; ask
who arranges them.

AINNKUITIU — At the till

TWazlsasy / az

mai a-rai khrap / khé - which wood is it?

The first question, always. It moves both the price and the
paperwork.

< a L4
#2 luaSessyiiale

khd2 bai sét ra-bu cha-nit mai - a receipt naming

the species, please

This is the thing a customs desk can read. It is not a certificate
and does not pretend to be.




wnzio r3n ldaIns

ka muw rdu chai khréang - hand-carved or

Both are normal here and both are sold openly. You are asking so
you know what the price is for.
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A frontage shop and a canal-side shop are different W@t@a‘iﬁ@.net
chain. Neither is doing anything wrong.

motdang.net

1, * can you crate and ship it?

The chain of hands, the woods, the export licence, and when the fair really is

A shop that exports regularly handles its own documents and will
say so at once. 51A"&4 raa-khaa song is the wholesale price.
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NIENNEFU
phra phut-tha-raup - Buddha image

NOLU UNC SdITIc ODJCCU ITT IdW dS d CdI'veU CICPrIaltL. 1L Tdlls uracr Lic
Antiquities Act B.E. 2504, amended 2535 — a different law from
the wood rules and from CITES.

luaypa An.6

bai a-nu-yaat s50-koo hok - export licence, form
#n.6

The application to take an antique or object of art out of the
kingdom, with an itemised list.

asuAalIns

krom sin-la-paa-koon - the Fine Arts Department

Its Office of National Museums issues the licence. Two colour
photographs per item, a copy of your passport, and proof you own
it.
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raan tham r@gang hai mai - do you file the
paperwork?
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fswueauaauwIni dsnauanuanuauaela - Photocopy and hand these out freely — no

fnsenaNswana latag ludnee -

The real question at the till. Not 'can this be shipped' — that one
always gets a yes.
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permission needed. If a shop answers one of these, tell Mot Dang.



